Just wanted to update those who may be of interest or looking to help.
Since posting I have found pictures or classified ads for about a dozen similar boats (and another hundred dozen that weren’t!)  In all cases that I was able to track the owner down, the same story….no original manufacturers tag anywhere.  Since this boat appears to have wood sandwiching one piece of (nom. 16 ga) aluminum transom, I am wondering if a lot of these transoms rotted and have been replaced and the manufacturers tag not replaced.  

Anyway,  I continue to search and thank anyone that may be of help.

